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SMT. GITA RAY BARMAN

Smt. Gita Ray Barman is an eminent Bhawaiya singer; composer and
lyricist. Bhawaiya is a musical form or a popular music that originated in North Bengal,
especially in the Coochbehar, Alipurduar, Jalpaiguri districts of West Bengal and the
undivided Gowalpara district of Assam and the Rangpur division in Bangladesh.

2. Born on 15" February, 1976 in Sarbeswar Joyduar (a remote village in
Coochbehar District of West Bengal), Smt. Barman passed B.A. with honours in
History from Coochbehar College under Netaji Subhash University in 2008. From her
early childhood she was attracted to Bhawaiya. Her first Guru was Shri Dinabandhu
Sarkar. Later, she learned from Late Shri Nibaron Ray and Late Shri Sunil Chandra
Ray.

& Bhawaiya has a recurrent themes of the working class—Mahouth, Mahisals
(Buffalo herders), gariyals (Cart Drivers). Lyrics express pains of separation and
loneliness of their women folk and vice versa. Bhawaiya song also include spiritual,
manoshiksha and dehototvo in theme. There are two types of Bhawaiya- one uses
melancholic notes which is called “Dariya” and other uses skiping tone or "Chatka”.
Dotora, Sarinja, Bena, Flute, Deshidhol and Srikhol are usually played in Bhawaiya as
musical instruments. Bhawaiya has a typical tonal structure.

4. Smt. Barman started singing Bhawaiya song as a child artist in All India Radio,
Siliguri in “Sishumahal” programme. Afterwards, she performed in “Juba Bani”
programme. Since 1992, she has been singing Bhawaiya in All India Radio, Siliguri as
an “A- grade” Artist. She achieved 2™ position in Rajya Bhawaiya Competition in 1997,
a state level competition organized by West Bengal Government and the next year in
1998 she achieved the 1% position in Rajya Bhawaiya competition. She passed the
“Mukutmani” the highest educational degree of Bhawaiya Sangeet in 1994 from
Uttarbango Kendriya Bhawaiya Sangeet Parishad.

S. Smt. Barman has composed and recorded numerous Bhawaiya songs. A music
school named “Baniya Bandhu Bhawaiya Sangitalay” is running under her
supervision where she teaches Bhawaiya songs and Nritya to her disciples. Around 30
students are learning Bhawaiya from her now. Her acting in the Ranjbanshi Films
“Bihan” and “Ek fota Pani” has been praised by all and both films have been
awarded.Besides singing she is involved in various charitable works, especially in the
Tea garden area of North Bengal in collaboration with Azad Hind Sangha,
Mathabhanga, Coochbehar.
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